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The author closes his book proper with a short chapter entitled 
" A Critical Comparison of the French Law with Our Own." His 
rather unusual position as an American lawyer, practicing in Paris, 
has enabled him to take an impartial view of this question, and his 
comparison, if brief, at least seems to cover the most important 
points of difference quite suggestively. Probably, however, the 
American lawyer will not follow him in his preference of codifica- 
tion in general with which the chapter concludes; we are not 
certain that a volume which contains so many conflicting decisions 
of the French courts and which presents in a small space an unusu- 
ally complicated set of cases in the domain of private international 
law, is the best basis upon which to found an argument in favor of 
a code. 

The latter half of the book is devoted to a citation, verbatim, of 
the more important provisions of the French civil code in French 
and English in parallel columns, and the volume concludes with a 
few forms of certificates, which would doubtless prove useful to the 
practitioner under the French law. 

Reynolds D. Brown. 



A Treatise on tke Law of Divorce and Annulment of Mar- 
riage, Including the Adjustment of Property Rights upon 
Divorce, the Procedure in Suits for Divorce, and the 
Validity and Extra-Territorial Effect of Decrees of 
Divorce. By William T. Nelson, of the Omaha Bar. Two 
Volumes. Chicago: Callaghan & Co. 1895. 

The rapid increase in the number of applications for divorce, and 
the dangerous facility with which the dissolution of the marriage tie 
can be effected in many jurisdictions, renders this subject one of 
great and evergrowing interest from every point of view. In its 
legal aspect alone, the fact of divorce gives rise to a number of 
collateral questions, which frequently involve property rights of 
great value ; and as the decisions of the different courts on these 
questions are by no means uniform or consistent, (rather, are often 
irreconciliable on any known principle,) there is an imperative 
demand for a clear and concise statement of the law governing 
them, as deduced from fixed principles, and of the errors into 
which judges have at times fallen, by disregarding the principles 
which should have been applied. This has been frequently 
attempted by authors whose works on this subject have been long 
and favorably known ; but there are many matters still in doubt, to 
the final determination of which the author of this work has 
addressed himself with a degree of success which, though perhaps 
not quite equal to his desire, has at least given a lasting value to the 
fruit of his labor. 

At the beginning of his work Mr. Nelson casts off the moorings 
with which others have vainly endeavored to bind the modern law 
of divorce a vinculo to the old ecclesiastical doctrines of divorce by 
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separation of the persons, and points out clearly the essential differ- 
ence between the two ; and thereafter confines himself to the disso- 
lution of the marriage bond, and its resultant effects on the parties 
and their property. This rids us of a vast deal of obsolete learning, 
which, in earlier treatises, only served to confuse, and creates 
a stronger confidence in the legal acumen of the author. 

The jurisdiction of the courts in suits for divorce as based on the 
domicile of the parties is very satisfactorily treated, as is also the 
subject of causes for divorce, particularly that of desertion. The 
discussion of the various acts which will constitute desertion calls 
for special commendation ; for in no other work is it so logical, 
clear and complete as in this. The same may with equal truth be 
said of the chapters which treat of the question of cruelty. Another 
admirable feature of the work is the treatment of the subject of 
practice in divorce cases, one which, owing to its many peculiari- 
ties, needs much fuller discussion than is accorded it by others. In 
fact, there is but little improvement to suggest except that in 
another edition more space should be given to the chapter which 
deals with decrees in divorce. The present chapter on that subject 
might be expanded with advantage. 

There is one other feature deserving of notice, and that is, that 
the author is not hampered by self-constituted authority. If his 
judgment does not approve of that which has been decided by the 
courts, or been expressed by other authors, he does not hesitate to 
say so ; and gives the reasons for his own opinion, in language that 
is in many cases convincing. 

There is one blemish, however, that Mr. Nelson might have 
avoided. He accepts the definition of the courts that marriage is a 
status ; and then proceeds on that basis to prove that a suit against 
a non-resident defendant is a proceeding in rem. This he does by 
deduction from the nature of the proceedings, which are based upon 
the very doctrine he is attempting to demonstrate. It would be 
hard to find a prettier example of reasoning in a circle. 

Ardemus Stewart. 



The Principles of the English Law of Contract and of 
Agency in its Relation to Contract. By Sir William R. 
Anson, Bart, D. C. L. Eighth Edition. First American Copy- 
right Edition, with Notes. By Ernest W. Huffcut, Professor 
in Cornell University Law School. New York and London : 
Macmillan & Co. 1896. 

It is with no small degree of pleasure that the writer avails him- 
self of the opportunity afforded, of expressing with no uncertain 
sound the highest commeiidation of this invaluable work of Mr. 
Anson. It is to-day universally recognized as. a model text-book 
and stands high in the esteem of the many students who have 
derived from it the foundation of their knowledge of the law of 
contracts. To have so successfully compressed in the small com- 



